
In establishing the WIAA’s “generations
of Excellence” Scholarship, members who
participated in the decision-making clearly
wanted there to be something special and
different about it, something that separated
it from so many scholarships awarded based
primarily on academics or even need.  “I’d
like to see this scholarship go to a student
who might not be getting other awards,”
said WIAA secretary/treasurer Linda Weller.
“Since we will handle the screening of appli-
cations, we will be able to choose the stu-
dents we feel best meet the criteria we have
established.” The criterion stipulates the
recipient(s):

• will be a June graduate and good 
citizen who has worked hard in school,
• will be attending a two or four-year 
college or vocational school 
• is the child, grandchild or great 
grandchild of an IHS alum. 
Applicants are asked to submit a one-

page essay reflecting on their high school

experience and what it is like to belong to a
family with two or more generations of IHS
graduates along with two letters of recom-
mendation.

“We were pleased that six students
applied for this scholarship,” says WIAA
President Leslie Ferriter. “Each application
was special and their words were sincere,
but Linday’s and Rob’s were truly outstand-
ing. It was heartening to read all of the
essays and recommendations and to realize
how much tradition is a part of families that
have chosen to live in West Irondequoit for
several generations.”

The resumes of both honorees are
impressive, having been active in every
major aspect of high school life, including
but not limited to: sports, student govern-
ment, music and drama, with equally
impressive academic achievements, honors
and awards.

In her essay, Lindsay wrote: “Looking
back, it’s amazing to see how much I’ve
grown since the first day of Freshman year.
Unlike most ninth-graders, who begin high
school full of anxiety and dread, I was excit-
ed. Born into a family of Irondequoit alumni,
I knew my way around IHS before most kids
could even pronounce its name…Ever since
I was a little girl, I have heard stories about
their high school years. Sometimes I would
mock them, saying their glory days were the
equivalence of a John Cougar song; yet most
of the time I would listen in awe, hoping
that I would have a similar adolescence.
Thankfully my expectations were met: my
years at IHS were everything I wanted and
more. I can’t wait until I join my parents in
the ranks of IHS alumni. No matter how dif-
ferent our lives become in the future, it’s a
bond we will always share.”

In his essay, Rob Line wrote: “When my
brother and I reached middle-school grades,
my parents decided to move the family back
to their hometown. They both attended IHS
and wanted my brother and me to have that
same experience. At the time we moved, I
was only in fourth grade, but I immediately
noticed something different about this dis-
trict; it was unique…The uniqueness of the
district only grew when I entered IHS...high
school was far from anything I ever expect-
ed it to be…As a third generation IHS grad-
uate, I will feel proud walking across the
Eastman Theatre stage knowing I am carry-
ing on a tradition. I will feel proud when I
tell people at college that I attended IHS. I
will feel proud when my children attend this
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school someday just as I did. Through the
past four years, it felt nice to have some-
thing in common with my parents, especially
something as extraordinary as IHS.”

Each recipient received an engraved
book clock and $100 check from the WIAA on
June 7 at the annual IHS Awards Ceremony
where the scholarship winners were
announced. These awards were presented by
Steve Arter (‘57) who serves as liaison
between WIAA and the West Irondequoit
Foundation. Steve has been an active alum
in organizing reunions for his class as well
as classes from Seneca and Iroquois School
and in finding lost classmates and research-
ing WICSD history. 

The association plans to offer two or
three “Generations of Excellence” scholar-
ships each year. The application is available
at: http://www.westirondequoit.org/alumni/

ScholarshipApplication.pdf.  
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“Generations of Excellence” 
scholarship winners, cont’d.

For the past five years it has been my
pleasure to serve as liaison between
the West Irondequoit Central School

District (WICSD) and the West Irondequoit
Alumni Association (WIAA). From the
moment I became aware that this was part
of my job as the district’s director of public
information, I was impressed (and some-
what amazed) with the size, scope and pas-
sion of the organization, especially since it
is high school-based…the first of many
lessons I would learn about the very special
culture that is West Irondequoit!

My role in the district is primarily that
of “communicator/storyteller,” and you
have given me wonderful stories to tell! I
have so enjoyed the many graduates I have
interviewed and with whom I have talked
or corresponded. West Irondequoit’s
“advantage of excellence” is deeply rooted
in the community and somehow, magically,
seems to become imbued in successive
generations of families and graduates.

In the last five years, the WICSD has
undergone dramatic renovations and is
well-positioned structurally, technologically
and programmatically to address the trends
and meet the challenges of the 21st centu-
ry. It has been a privilege to share in that
work. 

I am happy to have helped foster a
closer relationship between the West
Irondequoit Foundation (WIF) and the
WIAA because you are vital links to each
other’s success. I believe that the founda-
tion’s fundraising work, providing financial
support to the district through its annual
grant-making program, will become
increasingly important as school funding in
West Irondequoit becomes even more chal-
lenging. The foundation needs the ongoing
support of IHS graduates in the forms of
gifts, bequests and donations to ensure
that West Irondequoit students of the
future enjoy the same options and opportu-
nities by which past classes have been
advantaged. 

The WIAA benefits from the continued
growth and development of the WIF’s
Alumni Courtyard where graduates, their
spouses, families, friends and entire

Editor’s Note: 
by Teresa L. Werth, retiring director of public information

Saying good-bye
reunion groups often visit, to find the
memorial or honorary brick for a loved one,
friend or class. 

You may not be aware that WIAA has
no source of income other than donations
sent to us with alumni updates. The associ-
ation has had a few moderately successful
fundraisers, and the WICSD provides
administrative and clerical support through
the Office of Public Information, but WIAA
relies entirely on your generosity through
the years. We believe it is important to
maintain communication with IHS gradu-
ates, via the annual WIAA newsletter, web-
site and alumni database and by providing
reunion support. It is a significant source
of pride and inspiration for the school
board, administrators, current students,
faculty, staff and the community to learn
about the many exciting and impressive
achievements of West Irondequoit students
beyond IHS.

Even with these modest means, the
WIAA is awarding its first two “Generations
of Excellence” Scholarships this year (see
cover story) to two descendants of IHS
alums: Rob Line, the son of Gary (’74) and
Nancy Noble (’76) Line, grandson of Jim
(’48) and Norma Reemer (’46) Noble and
Lindsay Parker, the daughter of Michael
(’81) and Diane Bachner (’81) Colao.
Sound financial positioning of WIAA’s mod-
est resources ensures that two or three of
these $100 scholarships will be offered
each spring for many years to come.

Your president, Leslie Ferriter (‘77),
the other officers and those who faithfully
attend the five meetings held each school
year, deserve high praise for keeping the
flame alive. My successor, Carol A.
Crumlish, is a long-time district resident,
parent and school volunteer, ready to work
passionately on your behalf. I know they
will continue to engage graduating seniors
and those interested in pulling together a
reunion in ways that reflect well on all that
you hold dear.

Thank you again for the opportunity to
share briefly in the pride I know you feel
and so richly deserve as graduates of
Irondequoit High School. 

On June 20, 2004 another 340 people
were able to claim Irondequoit High
School as their alma mater.  I had the
privilege of walking across the Eastman
Theatre stage 27 years ago.  A lot has
happened since then, but one thing
remains constant – the good friends I
made.

High school was a time to start pursu-
ing interests and exploring options.  It
was a time to start planning for the
future.  Classmates were an important
part of this time.  Many of the friends I
made in high school are still my good
friends.  Today our children are friends,
and are sharing their own experiences.

The West Irondequoit Alumni
Association loves to hear stories of alum-
ni reuniting.  We encourage alumni to
stay in contact.  Visit the alumni data-
base at www.westirondequoit.org .  Let
classmates know where you are and what
you’re up to.  With more than 19,000
graduates, chances are there’s one living
near you.

Leslie Knapp Ferriter
Class of 1977

Message from
the President
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The demolition of the original (1954)
Listwood School building in August 2004
makes way for some long-dreamed of
improvements at the IHS Stadium Field.
Not a part of the original $56.8M improve-
ments made in the Capital Project that is
wrapping up this summer, the field will be
renovated with synthetic turf and stadium
lighting thanks to a proposition on the bal-
lot May 18. The work will be paid for
through the district’s Capital Reserve Fund.
Voters gave their approval to release $1.4M
from the fund for the stadium upgrades and
another $2M to build a 9,000sf one-story
administration building on the site of
the former Listwood
School.

Superintendent
of Schools Jeffrey B.
Crane is “delighted
that administrators
and their staff will
be back on central
campus and closer to
kids.”  Since the for-

mer administration building at 370 Cooper
Road was demolished in compliance with
NYSED regulations in July 2003, adminis-
trators and support staff have been housed
in the former parochial elementary school
behind St. Josaphat’s Church on Stanton
Lane at the corner of  Ridge Road E. “The
leased space has worked well for us, but
we’ll all be glad to be closer to the center of
the district,” says Mr. Crane.

The new Colebrook School, rebuilt on

Construction Updates: 
Continued Growth & Improvement

its original site in the same configuration as
the new Listwood, Briarwood, Brookview and
Southlawn Schools, will hold its official rib-
bon cutting ceremony and dedication on
Wednesday, August 25 at 7 p.m. Colebrook is
the last of the K-3 neighborhood schools to
be rebuilt and, like the stadium improve-
ments, was paid for using the voter-approved
Capital Reserve Fund. 

A once-in-a-lifetime opportunity, The
Windows Project, represents 18-months of
hard work and collaboration among the West
Irondequoit Central School District, the West
Irondequoit Foundation (WIF), artists from
the Rochester area, across the U.S. and
Canada, students, staff, the community and
many community organizations, sharing a
common purpose: to create legitimate works
of art benefiting an outstanding school dis-
trict. The project was co-chaired by foundation
board members Denise LaRossa and Barbara
James. 

After the last window was loaded into its
owner’s car, the sales were tallied and expens-
es paid, The Windows Project proved to be the
most successful fundraiser staged by WIF to
date. Netting more than $77,000, the public
art project raised awareness as much as
money, enjoying major media coverage and
attracting more than 1,200 people to the
exhibit of all the windows on November 1,
2003 and a full house of more than 600 people
including 200 bidders at the November 8 auc-
tion at IHS.

The Pike Company supervised the
removal of the windows from the IHS National
Honor Society Courtyard and their storage in
the fall of 2002. Pike’s Project Manager John
Pedley said, “You took about a half-dumpster
full of old windows that would’ve cost you
about $250 to dispose of, and turned them into
almost $80,000 worth of art. Not a bad return!”

A “small army” of volunteers along with
enthusiastic community and alumni participa-
tion were largely responsible for the project’s
success, along with an interested and some-
times incredulous public. It has resulted in
the foundation making a major investment in
its endowment fund moving it a step closer to
becoming a self-sustaining entity.

Three generations of auctioneers from
Harris Wilcox Inc. managed to sell off almost
70 works of art in less than two hours in the
newly renovated IHS gym that was trans-
formed into a gala showcase by auction chair-
person Margaret Burns and the auction com-
mittee. 

Every window found a “home” either
through the pre-auction sponsor buy-out

option or through sale at the auction. The
highest single bid was $3,750 for Peter
McGrain’s (’74) elegant “Composition for Blue
and Gold,” purchased by the same person who
bought Laura Wilder’s (’76) “Durand Eastman
Park” in spirited bidding that ended at $1,600.
Four carved wood windows by Irondequoit
artist Craig Wilson brought a total of $5,700.
Three oak-framed terra cotta works by
Irondequoit resident and internationally-
known potter Steve Merritt raised $3,400. Two
paintings by Rochester’s Stephen Papke
brought in $3,000. Twenty windows sold for
$1,000 or more. Four window-works-of-art
were privately purchased and donated to the
district.

Windows can still be seen at the project’s
website, www.windowsproject.com. Remaining
project posters, videos, screensavers and Art &
Imagination Books were recently donated to
the Ronald McDonald House (Rochester, NY)
and the pediatric unit of Golisano Children’s
Hospital at Strong, which enthusiastically
received them for use in art therapy with 
children.

Windows Boost Endowment Fund
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Twenty years ago, Mary and Gary
Reeves, a husband and wife team, started
GRA, Inc., an innovative home-based busi-
ness that developed customized packaging
products for software publishers nation-
wide. As the use of computers grew, GRA
evolved into a wide range of electronic
services including mass duplication of
floppy disks, eventually expanding their
scope to become a full-service supplier of
high quality e-media manufacturing,
screen printing and related services. Their
customer base spans across North

America and includes such local notables
as Paychex, Gleason Corp., Eastman
Kodak Co., and Xerox. The company, now
employing 40 people, is called “Spinergy.”

In the winter of 2004, Dan Reardon
(‘71) director of the West Irondequoit
School District’s Media Resource Center,
located in IHS, was working on the devel-
opment of a DVD to replace a glossy folder
of printed material promoting the district.
“It was a costly and time-consuming
proposition to update this information
annually,” says Teresa Werth, Director of
Public Information. “We saw a prototype
mini-CD from a district in North Carolina
and after viewing it, decided that using
this technology was the perfect way to

repackage the information, making it
more cost-effective and giving it a more
contemporary appeal.”

The new DVD is being used by the
director of personnel for staff recruitment,
by local realtors and by district principals
who meet new or prospective residents.
Dan shot all of the still and video images
used on the DVD. When it was ready for
replication, a friend referred Dan to
Spinergy, located on West Commercial
Street in East Rochester.

Enter Joe Matteson (’84), a sales
executive for Spinergy. He happened to be
the person who received Dan’s inquiry,
and both were surprised to learn that they
graduated from IHS. After high school Joe
went to MCC and studied accounting.
After graduation, he worked for Chase
Manhattan Bank and Blue Cross & Blue
Shield. That’s when he decided that the
accounting field was not for him. At Xerox
he was a project manager, and it was
there that he became familiar with
Spinergy, one of his customers. He has
been at Spinergy for a year now.  “I love it
here,” he says. “I like the challenge of
sales, trying to create something for a cus-
tomer that they’ll be happy with in the
end. I like bringing in new customers and
seeing how pleased they are when they
get their job back. That’s the most reward-
ing part of working here.”

Joe married Sandy Miller (’85), and
they have three girls, Jackie (13),
Stephanie (10) and Nicole (7). The
Mattesons make their home in Greece,
NY. 

Joe was delighted to have a hand in
promoting his alma mater. He worked
with the production company to develop a
really sharp, full-color, customized, screen-
printed  DVD that is packaged in a
clamshell container, making it ideal for
mailing and easy handling. 

The project, entitled “The West
Irondequoit Advantage,” is digitally
designed to allow for easy annual updates.
“Not many districts are taking full advan-
tage of this technology,” says Joe. “I’m
happy to see that West Irondequoit is on
the cutting-edge. It’s a very engaging way
to communicate with people and some-
thing people seem to respond to in a posi-

tive way.” The disc includes full-color, dig-
ital still and video images and tells about
living, working, teaching and learning in
West Irondequoit.  Bright colors and high
energy music make it a lively and inviting
presentation of the West Irondequoit stu-
dents, staff and community. It also
includes web addresses for the district
website, the Monroe County School
Boards’ website and a local tourism site.

Copies of the DVD can be purchased
from the district by mailing a check for
$10.50 [for each DVD] made out to:  West
Irondequoit Central School District,
Notation: Special DVD. Please include
your name and mailing address. Allow
four weeks for delivery. 

Alumni Help Spread the Word About 
“The West Irondequoit Advantage”

Seneca-Iroquois
History of School
District #4

To those of us who grew up in School
District #4 and attended both Seneca and
Iroquois schools, district #4 holds a special
place in our collective memories as being a
wonderful place to have spent our formative
years. As a member of the Seneca-Iroquois
Class of 1953, I was caught up in the excite-
ment of our 50th reunion held last June.
This started me thinking that our district’s
history might be of interest to the many
graduates of Seneca-Iroquois that are today
spread literally around the world. So let’s
take a brief look at the 106 year history of
School District #4.

As early as 1847, the Northern part of
Irondequoit was included in School District
#3. Due to population increases, it was
decided in November of that year to consider
forming a new district, thus providing a
school house in the northern part of
Irondequoit. The meeting that officially
organized District #4 was held on November
17, 1847 at the home of Mason Cole.
However, it wasn’t until May 12, 1851, that
the new district decided to build their new
school at James Mendenalls Corners (pres-
ent site of Seneca School) at a cost of $30.00
for the site and $235.00 for erecting the
school.

Construction was begun and the struc-
ture was finished in late December 1851 or
early 1852, nearly 5 years after the district’s
inception (the first structure). Sadly, the

continued on pg 5

by Steve Englet Arter

Joe Matteson (‘84)



troubles of the new district were not over,
because in the summer of 1856 the school
house burned to the ground. On September
12th of that same year, a special meeting of
the voters of the district was held and a res-
olution was passed to raise $330.00 for a
new school house (the second structure).

By 1868 the population had increased
to the extent that the school house was
inadequate for the needs of the district. In
January, a special meeting was called for the
purpose of voting for a new and larger build-
ing to accommodate the increased demand
for space. $2000.00 was approved and the
new larger structure was finished in June of
1868 (the third structure). A new cupola
with a bell was added in 1876 and the school
was adequate to the needs of the district
until 1900 when again, growing pains were
severely felt within the district.

After holding two special meetings in
the year 1900, it was decided to continue
expansion with the construction of a new
two room brick school house with the addi-
tion of a library. Cost of this school was not
to exceed $4500.00 and this sum was to be
raised by special assessments. The new
structure was finished later that year (the
fourth structure).

Not until 1921 did it become necessary
to again consider further expansion. On
March 6, 1922, ground was broken for the
new school to be called “Seneca School”(the
fifth structure and present day building).
Dedication ceremonies were held on
November 20, 1922, the school to be official-
ly known as “Seneca District #4.”

By the early 30s it was apparent that a
larger school would be needed, but because
of the war nothing could be done until
March 12, 1946, when previously purchased
land was sold to allow the purchase of a
much larger tract of land, containing 13
acres directly across the street at the inter-
section of Washington Avenue and
Colebrook Road (site of Iroquois School
today). The building was completed in
January of 1950 at a cost that exceeded half
a million dollars. A student at Seneca
School, Janet Stauffer, proposed the name

“Iroquois” which is still in use to this day.
The opening ceremonies were held at 8 p.m.
Thursday, March 16, 1950.

Three years later, in June of 1953, cen-
tralization of school districts #3 and #4 came
into effect, at which time both districts were
merged, forming “The West Irondequoit
Central School District.” Therefore, with the
graduation of the Class of 1953, (my class)
School District #4 ceased to exist, after pro-
viding 106 years of excellent service to the
children of northern Irondequoit..

It is interesting to note that in 1910,
Charles Joyce became principal of the then
Brick School and retained that position of
leadership until he stepped down on June
29, 1944, after serving his community for
over 34 years. He was followed by Herman
Lybarger, who continued at Seneca School
from August 28, 1944, through June of 1946.
Leaving for a position at Brockport State
Teachers College, Lybarger was followed by
Carl Gibson, who was supervising principal
of Seneca-Iroquois Schools. It was Gibson
who had much to do with the planning and
construction of Iroquois. 

It is also interesting to note that the
first formal graduation ceremony took place
in 1915 at Seneca School. A box containing

Don’t forget to update personal information on the IHS Alumni database so you 
receive the annual newsletter and other WICSD alumni mailings! 

Go to www.westirondequoit.org and click “Alumni.”

Alumni Passings
(List Compiled from 8/19/02 to present)

John Ernisse.........................................’37 

Douglas Slater ......................................’39 

Marion Roeland Hansen......................’41 

Leonore Meyer Oldenburg...................’43 

Donald Kerber ......................................’45 

Betty Oster Twillinger..........................’45 

William List...........................................’47

Anne Genung Kintner..........................’48 

Florence Sharf Shapiro........................’48 

Marguerite Sherman Simpson............’48 

the archives of Seneca-Iroquois School
was discovered in storage by retired
Iroquois teacher, Kathy Taddeo. Included
in the archives are ALL of the graduation
programs for Seneca-Iroquois from the
first graduating class in 1915 through the
38th graduating class in 1953, except for
the years 1922-24. All teachers and gradu-
ates are listed, thus providing an incredi-
ble resource for documentation of the last
38 years in District #4’s history. I have
scanned all of these programs and will
gladly email any of them to you upon
request.

I am proud to dedicate this article to
Mrs. Betty Vary, teacher extraordinaire,
who began her teaching career at Seneca
School in 1941, later becoming principal of
Hilton High School. Betty attended our
50th reunion last year and is as bright and
cheerful today at age 87, as she was when
she taught us in 7th and 8th grades at
Iroquois, over 50 years ago.

Steve Englert Arter
Seneca Iroquois Class of 1953
sarter@rochester.rr.com  

Shirley Ballard Cupery.........................’50 

Nancy Carter Eggert Walter ................’54 

Harry Owlett .........................................’60

Peggy VanVeen .....................................’60 

Craig Waddington ................................’67 

Karl Deigel ............................................’70 

Mary Dertinger Aubele ........................’77

Edward “Ted” Backus...........................’80  

Kelly Zaborowski ..................................‘03
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The Mystery
Mailing…
A teacher never
knows where his 
influence stops

by Teresa Werth

“A neat thing happened to me a few days
ago,” retired IHS English teacher and princi-
pal, Stewart Agor, wrote me recently. “I got
this huge book in a padded envelope in the
mail. The book is the 2003 Pro Football
Prospectus--a massive tome of articles,
analyses, and statistics covering all the pro
football teams. I wondered, who the devil is
sending me the 2003 Pro Football
Prospectus? And why?”

Knowing that as editor of the West
Irondequoit Alumni Association newsletter
I’m always looking for good material, Dr.
Agor passed this timely information along to
me. I was hooked on the mystery. I wanted
more, and he obliged.

“My first clue,” he went on, “was the
authors' names: Sean Lahman and Todd
Greanier (both IHS’86). Second clue was the
personal inscriptions to me--they each wrote
one. And third, a letter folded into the book.
These guys were my students in 9th-grade
English, thousands of years ago (well, only
20, truth to tell). They used to come in after
school and bring stories they had written for
me to look at. I remember them fondly,
though a little fuzzily, through the mists of
time.”

In his correspondence with Dr. Agor,
Sean recalls being shown in class a copy of a
book that Dr. Agor and his wife had co-
authored. “It struck me as something won-
derful to know someone who had actually
written a book.”

That was a dream that Todd and Sean
turned into their own reality. Today, Todd
says, “There is still a small thrill walking
into a bookstore and seeing ‘our book’ on
the shelf.”

Sean Lahman has been a pioneer in the
field of digital publishing. He created a digi-
tal publishing program at Total Sports,
where his accomplishments included the
first online serialization of a novel simulta-
neous with its release in print. He has
worked with companies to develop content

management systems, and to use existing
content to develop eBooks, CD-ROMs, and
print-on-demand programs.

Sean has written for or edited a number
of books, including Pro Football Prospectus,
Total Baseball and Baseball: The
Biographical Encyclopedia. His writing expe-
rience ranges from regular work in big city
newspapers to major magazines to books
and encyclopedias. He is a frequent guest on
sports radio programs across North America.
He provided content that is used in interac-
tive kiosks at the National Baseball Hall of
Fame and Museum. He helped to develop
supplementary material for the DVD version
of the nine-part Ken Burns' documentary
"Baseball."

Todd and Sean are co-founders of “The
Football Project.” Todd authors The Weekly
Blitz, an entertaining and colorful commen-
tary at www.footballproject.com.

Reflecting on his experience at IHS,
Todd attributes his enduring love of
Shakespeare to Dr. Agor’s influence and to
one particularly dramatic reading of Marc
Antony’s speech from Julius Caesar by “the
teacher,” complete with his wooden toy
sword. Apparently Todd had read the speech
first, and he recounted the incident in an
email to Dr. Agor: “When I finished reading
the speech aloud in class and returned to my
seat, you decided that letting Shakespeare
hang in the air like a skunk on the highway
was a bad idea…so you delivered the speech
from the podium. I remember vividly going
from amusement to amazement at what I
was hearing. How you got so much meaning
and force from those words that seemed
dense and dry to me was baffling.”

Dr. Agor is alive and quite well these
days, playing tennis, continuing to do some
writing and editing with his wife Barbara,
and traveling the world visiting their daugh-
ter who works abroad for the U.S. State
Department. 

Sean and Todd continue to live in West
Irondequoit with their young families. Sean
has three children, and Todd has a brand
new baby boy. 

In addition to the 2003 Prospectus, they
have published a 2002 edition, and a 2004
version came out in July. The authors have
not only written the articles in the books,
but also for each subsequent edition, they
have constructed sophisticated procedures
for statistical analyses to allow for team-by-
team and player-by-player comparisons. They
have both done other writing as well. “Now
you’re talking my language!” Dr. Agor

exclaimed when he learned that Sean has
served as statistical editor for Bud Collins'
Tennis Encyclopedia.

As Dr. Agor wrote to both authors,
“You’ve done some remarkable thinking and
written a remarkable book and come a long
way from IHS room 229 (which isn’t there
anymore, by the way!) He says their book
has “strength, clarity and personality…and
a lot of it!”

Anyone interested in almost any sport
can find much more information about the
work Sean and Todd have done by putting
either name into Google and searching the
Internet, or by simply going to
www.SeanLahman.com. 

Elinor LaMay Guess (’79) competed in the
Eco-Challenge held in the Fiji Islands in
October 2002.  She and her husband Chuck
Guess competed in this 315 mile event
known as the “World’s Toughest Expedition
Race” as part of a four person team.  Elinor
describes this 10-day, non-stop adventure
race, “During the ensuing days and nights,
teams would trek through uncharted jungles,
swim through river canyons, cross rivers
more than 100 times, build and pilot indige-
nous rafts made of bamboo, mountain bike
over terrain most times too rugged to ride,
whitewater kayak through raging rapids,
ascend and rappel waterfalls, and ocean
kayak off the island’s coast.”

Elinor and Chuck live in Kingston, NY
and have two children.  

E-mail: ceg-ejg@prodigy.net  

Eco-Challenge



This article is reprinted courtesy of the
Rodequoit from April 2004

Lacrosse, North America’s oldest game, dates
back to the 15th century in this region of the
continent.

The near-by Iroquois Indians are often
credited with the advent of lacrosse, and
descriptions made by some of the first white
settlers of several-day long battles staged over
mile-long fields with hundreds of players per
team carrying cleverly-cut wooden sticks
seem to confirm that notion. 

But unbeknownst to most, Irondequoit
High School can be given almost as much
credit to the advancement of modern-day
lacrosse in the United States.

That’s how deep the history of
Irondequoit lacrosse runs. 

The first area high school to take on
lacrosse as a varsity sport, the Indians/Eagles
have posted an amazing 648-126 record over
the past 48 seasons. Because of that,
Irondequoit is well known throughout the
nation as a hotbed for college recruiters.

Head coach John Pratt, who has been on
the sidelines for an amazing 413 of those 648
wins, says that when major lacrosse 
colleges come looking for quality players,
Irondequoit is often one of the first places
they look. 

To understand the essence of Ironde-
quoit’s impressive lacrosse influence requires
taking a look back at the Irondequoit lacrosse
program’s storied history.

The First Steps

It all began in 1956, when football head
coach Vernon Babcock spent an off-season
searching for a way to keep his players in
shape in the springtime. After watching some
area lacrosse exhibitions and curiously inves-
tigating a few developing youth lacrosse pro-
grams in the state, he decided to introduce
the sport to his football players.

The team was immediately as successful
with lacrosse balls as they were with foot-
balls, as the team posted a 5-1 record against
scattered high school teams around the
Northeast in its inaugural spring of 1957. The
following year the team would go 5-0, and
from then on it would never lose more than
three games in a season until 1968—13
years later. By then high school lacrosse was
building its own identity in Rochester, and
schools such as Fairport and Penfield joined

the bandwagon to help Irondequoit fill out
its annual fourteen-to-fifteen game sched-
ule.

The Storied Success

The program has been immensely suc-
cessful ever since. Irondequoit has won 28
league championships and 12 Section V
championships in 47 years. The team holds
an amazing .836 winning percentage all-
time. Perhaps even more astounding,
though, is that Irondequoit has never had a
losing season. In fact, the closest it has
come to a losing season was in 2000, when
the then-Indians finished with a still excel-
lent 11-7 record.

“There’s no one reason why the pro-
gram has been so successful over the years,”
said Pratt. “We were the first program (in
the area) to get started, so that gave us a
head start. Also, we were the first program
to start using modified, JV and freshman
teams.”

The stability of the Irondequoit lacrosse
program has also been a huge factor in its
success. Irondequoit teams have been
coached by only three different men in 48
years: Babcock (1957-1960), Erni Lisi (1961-
1977), and Pratt (1978-present). 

Pratt also attributed much of the pro-
gram’s success to the assistant coaches that
have served under Babcock, Lisi, and him-
self over the years.

“We’ve had help from great assistant
coaches over the years. I’ve benefited from

having great assistant coaches,” he said,
pointing out current assistants Don Wright
(class of 1967), Dave Velepec (1985), Jason
Mordaci (1998), Andrew Whipple (1993),
Jeff Schwartz, and longtime JV coach John
Van Etten. “Without them I probably would-
n’t have been as successful as I have been.” 

A healthy ego that has been built up
over the years has also contributed to the
amazing success of the program. Winning
28 championships in 47 years has fashioned
a special token of pride among the many
players and coaches who have been a part of
the great tradition of Irondequoit lacrosse.

“We’ve developed a sense of pride…we
expect to win,” said Pratt. “And the support
we get from alumni is tremendous. It always
amazes me to see so many proud alumni
come out for the alumni game each year.”

Impressive Alumni

Some of those alumni have made
names for themselves in lacrosse circles.
National Lacrosse League (professional
indoor) and Major League Lacrosse (profes-
sional outdoor) players Whipple and Paul
Cantabene are just two of the big names
that honed their lacrosse skills at
Irondequoit

Cantabene in particular has made quite
a name for himself in the professional
ranks. In 11 NLL seasons with the now-
defunct Baltimore Thunder, Pittsburgh
CrosseFire, Washington Power, and the
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By Matt Goldberg ‘05

Photo by Matt Calabrese (’04)

Continued..

Coach John Pratt
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Philadelphia Wings, whom he currently
plays for, he has compiled 110 goals, 193
assists, 303 points, 963 face-off wins, and
851 loose balls. In three MLL seasons with
the Baltimore Bayhawks he’s also registered
30 goals, 18 assists, 48 points, 512 face-off
wins, and 260 loose balls. 

Cantabene, a 1989 graduate of
Irondequoit, was an instant success as an
Indian. After only picking up a lacrosse stick
for the first time when he was in eighth
grade, Cantabene starred for the JV team
the following year. When he was called up at
the end of his freshmen year for a big game
against Fairport, the eventual state finalists,
he scored twice in a tough loss. For the next
three years, he led Irondequoit to three
straight Section V championships.   

Whipple, who holds Irondequoit records
for career points (387), single-season points
(175 in 1993), career goals (225), single-
season goals (99 in 1993), and single-sea-
son assists (76 in 1993), played five profes-
sional games (two in the NLL for the now-
defunct Albany Attack in 2000 and three in
the MLL for the Rochester Rattlers in 2001)
after starring for the University of Maryland
Terrapins during his four-year college
career. He is now an assistant coach for the
Eagles.   

Matt Kerwick, now the head coach at
Hobart College, played 26 games in the
Major Indoor Lacrosse League, the predeces-
sor to the NLL, from 1992 through 1996,
scoring 29 goals and 20 assists for 49 points
with Baltimore, Philadelphia, and the
Rochester Knighthawks.

One recent alum is already making a
name for himself. Joe Walters, who graduat-
ed in 2002, contributed 33 goals and 13
assists for a team-high 46 points during his
freshmen year last year at the University of
Maryland, a high-profile lacrosse school.
Walters is Irondequoit’s third all-time lead-
ing scorer with 282 points on 144 goals and
118 assists. He was selected as an all-
American following his senior season at
Irondequoit, in which he tallied 58 goals and
30 assists for 88 points.

Irondequoit alumni have also made an
impact in the college coaching ranks. Rory
Whipple (head coach at Bryant College), Jeff
Long (head coach at Ithaca College), Rob
Randall (head coach at Nazareth since
2000), Kerwick, and Rob Lyng (assistant
coach at Georgia Tech) make up a contin-
gent of five former Irondequoit players that
have further extended Irondequoit’s excel-

lent lacrosse reputation by experiencing suc-
cess in coaching.

In two seasons at Hobart, Kerwick, a
1986 Irondequoit graduate, has led the
Statesmen to their 24th NCAA Tournament
appearance and their second Patriot League
championship, while mentoring 11 All-
Patriot League selections.

Rory, who graduated from Irondequoit
in 1972, is in his fifth season as coach at
Bryant. Before taking on the challenge of
building Bryant's program from the ground
up, Whipple had compiled a long and suc-
cessful record of success at the college level.
He enters the 2004 season with an overall
head coaching record of 186-144 in 23 sea-
sons and is 41-24 in his four years at Bryant.
He has seen 14 of his players selected to
participate in the prestigious Division III
North/South senior all-star game in
Baltimore, and he was selected to coach the
North squad in that game in 1993.

Long is entering his 17th season as

1944
Reunion Coordinators: Jack Auer and
Bev Carter:mailto:bacart@juno.com
Date: August 26, 2004
Details: Thursday, August 26-Harbor
Town Belle cruise, Lakeshore Country
Club dinner

1955
RC: Gerry Moldenhauer
mailto:gmtronn@aol.com
Date: Sept. 16-17, 2005

1965
RC: John Becker:
mailto:Jbecker3@rochester.rr.com

1967
RC: Meg Myers
mailto:mym441@rochester.rr.com
Date: Sept. 28-30, 2007

1968
RC: John Olesiuk

1976
RC: Howie Cohen
mailto:nosmobking@aol.com
Date: 2006

head coach at Ithaca. He is Ithaca’s all-time
winningest coach, posting a 129-83 record
while leading the Bombers to a league
championship in 1991. Fifteen players have
earned United States Intercollegiate
Lacrosse Association all-American honors
under Long.

Now current Eagles stars will look to
continue the great tradition of success for
Irondequoit lacrosse alumni in the college
and professional ranks.

What’s next

Pratt retired as a social studies teacher
at Irondequoit this June, but he will stay on
to coach the Eagles for one more year.  Even
27 years after his inaugural season as the
coach of the Irondequoit Indians, Pratt has
an unshakable passion for the game of
lacrosse. And it’s lucky for us—the players,
students, alumni, and fans—lucky for us
413 times over (and counting).  

1979
RCs: Laura Mason:
ltgmason@hotmail.com,
Lisa Heeks McGary, Barbara Hetrick
Register, Tammy Jeroy Gurowski,
Maureen Outlaw, Gerard Mortens
Date: August 28, 2004
Details: Saturday, August 28-IHS tour, 
St. Paul Exempts

1984
RCs: Judy Hunte Meacham:
mailto:judy.meacham@delphi.com,
Danielle Specht Lindamood:
mailto:loomiswis@aol.com
Date: Nov. 26 - 27, 2004
Details: Friday, Nov. 26-Clarion Hotel
Saturday, Nov. 27-IHS tour

1985
RCs: Laura Biehler, 
Tammy Fichter Thomas:
TamLThomas6@yahoo.com

1994
RC: Eric DeYoung:
mailto:edeyoung@cmiav.com
class reunion website: www.ihs94.org
Date: September 4, 2004
Details: Saturday, Sept. 4- IHS tour,
Sheraton Four Points

Pride, Tradition continued

REUNION DETAILS BY CLASS
August 5, 2004
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Alumni Spotlight

Judge Tom Stander’s fondest memory of
Irondequoit High School is the excitement of
Saturday morning football games. It was the
1960s, and he was the quarterback. He
recalls the bonds of friendship forged at IHS,
many of which have lasted through the
years. An outgoing, fun-loving kid involved
in many aspects of school life, he says he
enjoyed it all. But the IHS experience that
he says most impacted what he’s doing today
was a teacher’s comment written on an A+
paper he did for a Constitutional Law AP
Class, “Have you ever considered being a
lawyer?” That, together with his family and
their friendship with a neighborhood lawyer,
led him down the path to law school and his
current position as the presiding judge of
the New York State Supreme Court’s
Commercial Division. A specialized court
established in 1995, the Commercial
Division is dedicated to moving complex
contract and business disputes through the
legal system efficiently. The work Judge
Stander does frees up other courts for vari-
ous civil and criminal matters. In the fall of
2004, Judge Stander is seeking a second 14-
year term as a New York State Supreme
Court Judge. It’s a job he loves, and he says
he is proud to serve the people of Monroe,
Wayne, Livingston, Ontario, Yates, Seneca,
Steuben and Cayuga counties in this innova-
tive capacity.

A graduate of Denison University (’67)
and Syracuse University College of Law
(’70), he began his legal career as a corpo-
rate lawyer and then as an attorney in pri-
vate legal practice. At the age of 29, Judge
Stander was elected part-time village justice
for the Village of Fairport, a position he held
for 15 years.  He was nominated and elected
to the Supreme Court for the Seventh
Judicial District in November 1990 and, at
the age of 45, was one of the youngest jus-
tices to be elected to that district. In 1995,
he was selected to start the newly created
Commercial Division of the New York State

Supreme Court in Monroe County. The once
experimental court started with five judges
in Manhattan and Judge Stander in
Rochester, and is now a permanent special
part of Supreme Court with 16 judges in
Commercial Division courts in nine coun-
ties throughout New York State.

Many of the cases handled by the
Commercial Division are regularly in the
news because they touch the businesses
important to the community. In Rochester,
Commercial Division cases include the dis-
solution of The Genesee Hospital, the col-
lapse of the Akzo Salt Mine, and the owner-
ship issues involved with Midtown Plaza.

The Commercial Court features
advanced case management techniques,
state-of-the-art technology between attor-
neys and the court, and court-annexed alter-
native dispute resolution designed to
encourage early case settlement. 

On a recent visit to speak to several
classes at Irondequoit High School about
commercial law and the courts, Tom was
amazed at how things have changed. “After
the $24M renovations to the building, I
couldn’t even find my old locker!” he
quipped. “I spoke to three classes and found
students to be open, inquisitive and spectac-
ular in terms of interest. Dress, of course, is
very different and there are other things
like cell phones…but those are all changes
in society, not just in IHS. What I saw were
kids getting a great education, the same
kind I got, where a broad range of courses
are available almost like on a college cam-
pus. I’m glad to see that this is still a part of
the West Irondequoit tradition because you
need that comprehensive high school expe-
rience in order to decide what you want to
do in later life.”

Tom has visited Russia three times
through the Russian-American Rule of Law
Program. “When I think of my school days in
Irondequoit, how we had Air Raid Drills,
kneeling down under our desks, fearing the
Russians, that’s in stark contrast to my per-
sonal experiences with the Russian people.
They’re definitely not people to be feared.
They’re gracious and generous. They’d give
you their last bit of bread or vodka to enter-
tain you, which is to say, it is not people
who go to war but governments.” Tom says
that U.S. judges go to Russia to share what

they know and have experienced. “Seeing
how another jurisprudence system works
also enables me to learn from and gain
insight into other ways to do things.” 

The task of expanding the Commercial
Division of the Supreme Court to other
cities in New York State is a challenge that
he’ll meet with enthusiasm and it fills him
with excitement about the future.
“Syracuse will have a Commercial Division
in the not-too-distant future since it has
proven so successful throughout the state,”

he says with a little pride.

A truly self-effacing man, he laughs
when asked what advice he has for IHS stu-
dents today. “Most people don’t leave high
school or even college having chosen a
career that they’ll have for a lifetime. I
would tell students what I told my own kids
a million times, when you select a career
path, make sure there are career alterna-
tives that flow off of that path…options.
For instance, if you go to law school, you
don’t have to be a lawyer. You can go into
business, criminal or commercial law. If
you go on and get an MBA, it will make you
a better entrepreneur. It really is about giv-
ing yourself options.”

Tom (IHS ’63) and his wife Sally make
their home in Fairport, NY. Their children,
Rebecca and Jeffrey, both graduates of the
Newhouse School of Public
Communications at Syracuse University,
work in the communications field.

Judge Stander can be reached at:
Hon. Thomas A. Stander
Presiding Justice 
Commercial Division
NYS Supreme Court 
99 Exchange Blvd.
Rochester, N. Y. 14614

tstander@courts.state.ny.us   

IHS Teacher’s 
Comment Inspires 
A Distinguished 
Career In Law

Judge Tom Stander
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A longtime local film festival will be a
homecoming, of sorts, for an Irondequoit
native this weekend. The 46th annual
Rochester International Film Festival, per-
haps better known as "Movies on a
Shoestring," features local audiences' first
look at a short film by 1999 Irondequoit
High School graduate John C. Brookins.  He
made the film, called "Bracia" ("Brothers" in
Polish), with two classmates at FAMU, the
Czech national film school, in the summer
of 2002. It has since been named a national
finalist in the 2003 Student Academy Awards
and won recognition in events like the Ivy
League Film Festival.

Josephine Perini, a longtime member
of the organizing group for the local festival,
said she couldn't be more delighted. "I was
his (Brookins') guidance counselor," she
said. Perini is a retiree of the West
Irondequoit School District. While "Bracia"
is only seven minutes long, "It really does a
lot in a short period of time," Perini said.
The film, set in 1944, is about two young
brothers who escape from the abandoned
Lodz Ghetto in Poland.

Brookins, who earned a degree in visu-
al media, with an emphasis in film, from
American University in Washington, D.C., in
2003, did the film work and editing for
"Bracia."

He and fellow filmmakers Matt Rosen,
a student at George Washington University,
and Steve Edell, from Yale, met while doing
a semester abroad in the Czech Republic.
"We were there for four months. The first
two, we spent eight to ten hours a day in the
classroom," Brookins said, "then the second
two months of the program, they gave us a
(film) budget and turned us loose." Students
got to choose their own teams, he said, and
he, Rosen and Edell gravitated together
because of their motivation.

"Being in Prague and learning all about
World War II - the city is still in the same
condition it was 50 years ago," Brookins
said, "we realized that hearing the stories

was really powerful to us.”  They decided
those stories of escape and of people that
were lost would become part of their film.
Brookins called the film "historical fiction."
The filmmakers used actors, but authentic
World War II-era costumes and props. They
all worked on script-writing and story board-
ing, Brookins said, but they split up the
work. Rosen became producer and Edell the
director.

Brookins shot the story in color, on
16mm film, and ended up with nine rolls of
film, about 10 minutes each. To add sound,
called "Foly work," the young filmmakers
headed to the famous Barrandov Film Studio
in Prague.

Brookins did all of the editing, with the
film print itself, on a flat bed editing table.
"Over there, they emphasized learning film
making the 'old-fashioned' way, without
computers and all the high-tech stuff,"
Brookins explained. After professors
screened and critiqued their work, “we knew
we had done something special,” he said.  
The experience supported Brookins' resolve
to make a career as an independent film-
maker. Having his first, award-winning film
shown in Rochester this weekend is all the
more special, Brookins said, "because it's
the film festival I grew up going to watch."

Since graduating from college last year,
John Brookins has been living in Rochester,
working at the Little Theater, and traveling
to St. Louis, where this summer he, Rosen,
Edell and another friend, Ryan Faintich, will
begin making a feature-length film. The
dark comedy already has a name, "Fossor's
Mirror."

Brookins, 24, has also just learned that
he has been accepted into prestigious
American Film Institute in Los Angeles,
where he will be going for the next two
years to earn a master’s degree.  His special-
ty area will be editing.  

"I just want to make films," he said.
"I'm a storyteller by nature. I have a lot of
stories I want to tell and I'm going to try to
do some good for the world." A former base-
ball and football player and captain of his
wrestling team in high school, "Film takes
up all my time now," Brookins said. He'd
eventually like to make a career writing and
directing his own, independent films, "but
not action blockbusters or romantic come-
dies."

"If nothing else, I should be able to
make my living in the technical end of film
making," he said. "After AFI (graduate
school), I'll go where the wind blows."  

Film by John 
Brookins (‘99) 
Debuts in Rochester
Article by Linda Quinlan, courtesy of Irondequoit Post

Alumni Spotlight,
continued

Irv Goodman ('51) has been an active
member of the West Irondequoit Alumni
Association (WIAA). One special contribu-
tion he makes to the organization is print-
ing the WIAA Lifetime Membership cards
sent to each of the current year's IHS gradu-
ates along with a letter from the associa-
tion's president.

We recently learned that Irv is actually
producing the membership cards in the
basement of his home on a platen printing
press originally used by his father, Louis, in
his own printing business in Irondequoit
from 1935-80. He operated the business

from the family home on Barry Road. When
Irv's mother sold the house in 1988, Irv dis-
mantled the press and all of the component
type font cabinets and relocated the opera-
tion to his home in Webster, NY.

After some precise measuring and
maneuvering, it took four people 14 hours to
transport and reassemble the press. In the
photo above, Irv is holding a 12” x 18” steel
frame called a “chaise.”  The 2004 WIAA
membership card is “locked up” in it, ready
for printing. Irv does small printing jobs on
the platen press for the ham radio organiza-
tions to which he belongs and occasionally
for some IHS class reunions. This year's
membership card bears the new athletic
logo for the first graduating class of
Irondequoit Eagles.  

Irv Goodman Produces
WIAA Lifetime
Membership Cards

Irv Goodman



Our First Football Team
Contributed by Oscar Ritz (’34)

After reading the 2003 issue of the
alumni newsletter, it occurred to me
that folks might be interested in IHS's

first football team.
In 1927 I started working on the farm

where the high school now stands. I worked
for a family by the name of Schneeberger.
They rented the farm. I did not know the
owner, but now I realize that it was the
school corporation.

In 1932 the corporation cleared a por-
tion of the farm along Cooper Rd., and put in
a football field.

In the summer of 1933 I was working
near the field when I noticed the football
coach (I think his name was Brown)
inspecting the field. I jumped over the fence,
and I asked him if I could be the manager. I
was hired on the spot.

In the fall of 1933, the team started to
play the schedule. Things went along fairly
well until late in the season. The boys from
Brighton were coming to play on our field.

On the morning of game day it started
to snow and continued throughout the day.

By game time two inches of snow covered
the field. I imagine the Brighton team was
really impressed with our facilities. The only
construction on the field were the goal posts;
no bleachers-nothing. It was standing room
only for everybody.

The only way to clear the field was with
a broom which I had, because as manager I
was in charge of the equipment. I cleared
the sideline, goal lines, and the kickoff spot.
At various times during the game the referee
would call me in to clear an area. Things
were not going too well for the Indians, and
on the next trip on the field, I told the ref
that he had made a bad call. He got mad, and
told me to keep my big mouth shut. He
kicked me off the field. That didn't last very
long because he needed the broom.

We lost the game, and I am sure that in
the 70 games that followed, IHS has more
than avenged this loss. I am sure that the
school corporation has made substantial
seating arrangements for everyone, and that
the athletic department has upgraded the
equipment to clear the field to replace the
broom. 

The members of the first IHS football team were: (front row, l to r) Bunny Henderson, Harry Lennon, George Kuhn,

Ken Slater, Harry Horn, Walt Lohmaier, (middle row) Roy Brown (coach), Ed Erbland, Herb Dean, Charles Irwin,

Angelo Molinari, Don Richardson, Richard Prinson, Oscar Ritz (manager), (back row) Howard Behrens, Lynn Farman,

George Brenan, Vince Lisanti, and Earl Shephard.

Copy of photo kindly provided by Don Richardson

Alumni
News

The “Alumni News” section of
this newsletter is devoted to catch-
ing up with Irondequoit High School
graduates. We encourage graduates
from all years to send information
about what you have accomplished
and what you are doing today. You
will find an information question-
naire on Page 20 of this newsletter.
Fill it out and perhaps next year,
you’ll find your name on these
pages. It’s a good way to keep in
touch!

1943

Harold Perry retired from the St. Paul Blvd.
Fire Dept. in 1987 after 34 years of service.  He
was also a school bus driver.  In his retirement,
he has become adept at organizing and creat-
ing meals.  He’s quite a chef!  He also enjoys
his grandchildren, studying American history,
and avidly follows all the IHS sports teams.

1946

Joy DeMay Kyper lives in Florida with her
husband Russ.  They have been married for 52
years, and have 2 sons, 1 daughter, 7 grandchil-
dren, and one great grandchild.  Joy likes to
volunteer, and she enjoys swimming, entertain-
ing, traveling and living in Florida.  
E-mail: spindrift@ewol.com

1948 

Dean McCumber lives in North Carolina
where he was formerly the Director of
Undergraduate Studies at Duke University.  
E-mail: dem@ee.duke.edu

1950

Geoffrey Mynott graduated from Bucknell
University and lives in Pennsylvania with his
wife Barbara, where he owns a tool company.
E-mail: bmynott@aol.com

1954

Barbara Strong Scattergood graduated
from Syracuse University and earned her MA at
The University of Washington.  She is retired
and lives in Washington State.  
E-mail: dmscattergood@msn.com

1955

Gerry Moldenhauer retired from Kodak in
1986 after 31 years.  He and his wife Shirley
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celebrated their 46th wedding anniversary in 2003.
They are the proud parents of 3 children and “even
prouder” grandparents of 3 grandchildren.  Gerry
enjoys playing alto sax in a jazz group that plays
original arrangements of sacred music.  Gerry and
some of his classmates are planning the 50th
reunion.  E-mail:  gmtronn@aol.com

1959

Gail Griffith Lyons graduated from Oberlin
College in 1963 and from Cornell in 1965 with a
Masters in education.  She presently owns her own
real estate company.  Email: yatahari@aol.com

1960

Ann Dubiel Gemmill graduated from Cornell.
She retired from teaching in June 2002, and lives in
California.  E-mail: adgemmill@aol.com

Thomas Slater graduated from Purdue University
in 1964.  He is retired from Rochester Gas &
Electric.  E-mail: k2tdz@aol.com

1965

Pat Daniels Zambuto lives in Florida where she
owns a retail jewelry store.

1966

Tim Sengle graduated from SUNY Canton in 1968
and Rochester Institute of Technology in 1986.  He
is a retired Master Sergeant from the U.S. Army
Reserve (28 years) and also worked at UPS for 30
years.  He is now enjoying retirement.

1967

Roxanne Darling Walther earned her BS in
nursing from Alfred University. She also earned a
MS Nurse Practitioner and a MS Psychiatry from
University of Rochester.  She is a health care 
consultant.  E-mail: rwalther@netsville.net

Tom Kelly attended SUNY Farmingdale and the
University of Maryland.  He is a cemetery councilor
for the City of Rochester.  Tom met Amy Backus
(’79) at O’Loughlin’s in the summer of 2002 and
they married on May 22, 2003.  They now reside in
Brighton with their dog Seamus.  
E-mail: amy.j.kelly@bausch.com

Paul Oldshue lives in Oregon, where he is a com-
mercial banker.  E-mail: paul.oldshue@usbank.com

1970

Becky Harvey Miller earned her BSN from the
University of Rochester in 1974, and she worked at
Strong Memorial Hospital until 1976.  In 1976 she
moved to Kodiak, Alaska for eleven years where she
continued her nursing career and was also employed
in the commercial fishing business.  She and her
husband Tom started their family while living in
Alaska.  They have 2 daughters and 1 son.  Between

1987 & 1994 they lived in Richmond, VA, Rochester
and Pittsburgh, PA.  In July 1994 they moved to
Belfast, Maine, and in 1998 Becky bought a diner
called Dudley’s that she and her husband run
together.  Becky writes that when IHS alum go
through Belfast, ME she hopes they will stop in the
diner and introduce themselves.  
E-mail: becci@acadia.net

Katherine Will Spahn graduated from Syracuse
University.  She is a registered nurse at a hospital
in Virginia where she works as a cardiac surgery
operating room nurse.

1972

Kevin Gordon has worked as an anchorman on
WBEN in Buffalo, NY and on the NBC Radio News
Network out of New York City.  At present he is a
portrait painter and free lances on the New York
Times Radio Station, WQXR.

1976

Brian Kinel graduated from SUNY Geneseo and
worked in radio for 4 years.  He has been in sales
since 1985 and pharmaceutical sales since 1996.  He
and his wife Sue have 4 children, and Brian enjoys
coaching their softball and basketball teams.  
E-mail: Brian.S.Kinel@pfizer.com

1978

Peter Lesiv graduated from SUNY – ESF, then
went on to earn his MS at Virginia Tech and his
MBA from Strayer University.  Peter is an engineer.
He and his wife Ulana live in Virginia. 

E-mail: pl3474@yahoo.com

1979

Amy Backus Kelly attended Mohawk Valley
Community College.  She is a sales representative
for Bausch & Lomb. Amy met Tom Kelly (’67) at
O’Loughlin’s in the summer of 2002 and they mar-
ried on May 22, 2003.  They now reside in Brighton
with their dog Seamus.  
E-mail: amy.j.kelly@bausch.com

Cynthia Perry Andereck lives with her husband
John in Utica, NY.  Cindy earned her Masters degree
in Psychology from Rochester Institute of
Technology in 1991 and is currently the psychologist
for the Utica City School District.  Cindy and John
are active in their church and many extra-curricular
activities at school.  They are in the process of
becoming foster parents.

Thomas Ramsay wrote that he has many fond
memories of IHS.  He graduated from Colgate in
1983 and received his JD from Syracuse University
in 1986.  He was admitted to the New York State Bar
in 1987 and to practice in the Federal District Court,
Western District of New York in 1994.  In January,
1998 he was appointed to the position of Assistant
Attorney General and he serves in the Claims
Bureau of the Rochester Regional Office of the

Attorney General.  He has been an avid member of
the Rochester Curling Club since 1998 and is a com-
municant in the St. Stanislaus Latin Mass
Community.  E-mail: tgresq@rochester.rr.com

1981

Geoffrey Murray lives in the Chicago area with
his wife Lisa and their 2 children.  He is an airline
pilot.  E-mail: geoff.murray@mercermc.com

Mark Wayne graduated from University of
Montana in 1986 and lives in Montana.  
E-mail:  mawayne@sbcglobal.net 

Kathleen Perry graduated from the University of
South Florida in 1999 with a degree in Psychology
and Criminal Justice.  In addition to working as a
crime analyst for a Florida police department, she
enjoys being a photographer and an astrology spe-
cialist.

1983

Stacey Weaver Folster Brady and her husband
Tom were married in November, 2003.  Stacey
earned her degree from Monroe Community College
in 1995.  She is a software engineer.  Stacey and
Tom live in Farmington with their four children.

1984

James Gugino lives in the Rochester area with
his wife Amy and their 4 sons.  He is the senior pas-
tor at Lighthouse Bible Baptist Church.

1985

Peter Dinin lives in Ohio with his wife Tracy and
their children.  He graduated from the Cleveland
Institute of Music in 1989 and earned his
Mathematics B.S. in 2002.  He is an Oracle database
administrator.  E-mail: bulkmail@dinin.net

1986

Matthew Perry attended SUNY Morrisville and is
an auto mechanic in Hilton, NY.  He and his wife
Tari have three children, and they enjoy camping
and snowmobiling.

1987

Nancy Perry graduated in 1991 from Nazareth
College with her Bachelor degree in Music Therapy.
She is a recreational events director at a local senior
assisted living facility and has a private practice in
music therapy where she works with a diverse group
of clients.  She enjoys entertaining at clubs in
Rochester with her acoustic guitar, piano and
singing.

1989

Elizabeth Perry lives in Irondequoit, where she is
enjoying raising her son, Jaden.
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Susie Schopp Hannan graduated from SUNY
Brockport with her degree in nursing.  She lives in
Florida with her husband Robert, and she enjoys
being a stay-at-home mom.  
E-mail: susiehannan@aol.com

1992

Jennifer Allen graduated from SUNY Geneseo in
1996 and earned her Master’s degree in Recreation
Administration from the University of North
Carolina in 1999.  She is the director of programs
and services for U.S. Lacrosse.  In July 2003 she
married Terry Allen, so her last name remains the
same.  They honeymooned in Ireland and live in
Maryland.  E-mail:  jallen@uslacrosse.org

1994

Aaron Schlaefer and his wife Erica Walther
Schlaefer (’96) were married in September, 2003
at Casa Larga Vineyards.  Aaron & Erica honey-
mooned at Niagara-on-the-Lake, and currently live
in Irondequoit.

1995

Rob Spatola graduated from St. Bonaventure
University with his MBA in Accounting.  
He works at Bonadio & Co., LLP.  
E-mail: rspatola@yahoo.com

1997

Joshua Genovese earned his Associate’s degree in
business and is a store manager for Herrema’s IGA.

1998

James Cronmiller graduated cum laude from
Rochester Institute of Technology with a degree in
electrical engineering.  He is an electrical engineer
at Star Headlight & Lantern Co. 
E-mail:  cronmon@hotmail.com

Jenna Valenti earned her BS from St. John Fisher
College and is a Special Ed teacher.

2001

Matthew Cronmiller earned his AS in Business
Administration from Monroe Community College and
is currently attending St. Bonaventure University.  E-
mail:  matter@hotmail.com

Christina Gallis is one of two Nazareth College
chemistry students who received a travel grant from
the Rochester section of the American Chemical
Society to attend the 27th annual national meeting
of the American Chemical Society and make a pres-
entation in Anaheim, CA in March, 2004.  She pre-
sented her research findings involving combinatorial
synthesis of a small molecule library constructed
around a novel 2-amino-4H-benzothiazine nucleus.
Her research is part of a larger effort to develop
novel biosensors and tools for molecular recognition.

West Irondequoit Alumni Courtyard
Brick Order Form

Share in the history of West Irondequoit schools by purchasing an honorary or memorial brick in the ALUMNI
COURTYARD. This courtyard is evermore becoming a special place where memories are shared and honor is paid to
those who have known the West Irondequoit experience. COST: $50 per engraved brick.

❏  Yes! I would like to support the West Irondequoit Alumni Courtyard by purchasing an engraved brick @ $50 per brick.

❏ My check, made out to the West Irondequoit Foundation for $50 per brick is enclosed.

❏ Please send me a photo of my brick once it is installed. ❏ Digital ❏ Print

Engraving instructions: There is space for exactly 14 characters per line and there are three lines
available. When filling the spaces, count all letters, spaces and punctuation marks as part of the 14
spaces. Please print clearly in block letters.

Line 1 ______________________________ Your Name ______________________________

Line 2 ______________________________ Address _________________________________

Line 3 ______________________________ City/State/Zip ____________________________

Mail this completed form to: West Irondequoit Foundation, 95 Stanton Lane, Rochester, NY 14617-5305

/ / / / / / / / / / / / /

/ / / / / / / / / / / / /

/ / / / / / / / / / / / /

Memories on Tape
In 2002, IHS alum Steve Arter taped
interviews with faculty who were teach-
ing during the 1950’s when he was a stu-
dent. Those interviewed were: Norma
Butler, Bruce Clair, John Dodge, Beulah
Hilfiker, Helen Rice, Butler Shaw and
Clare Wallace. Copies of this VHS tape
are now available for $15. ($5 will reim-
burse the IHS Media Club for copying
the tapes and the remaining amount will
cover postage and a small donation to
the West Irondequoit Foundation.)

Name__________________________
Address_________________________
_______________________________
City____________________________
State__________Zip______________

No. of copies_____ x $15=__________

Please make checks payable to the 
West Irondequoit Foundation. 
Send your request to:
The West Irondequoit Foundation -
Faculty Video
95 Stanton Lane 
Rochester, NY 14617



The WICSD’s Capital Project is an ongo-
ing source of creativity, giving many parts of
former sites and buildings a second life. Logs
have been turned into lumber, windows into
works of art, moldings into benches and now,
bleachers are being transformed into
Adirondack chairs and ottomans. IHS
Technology teacher Matt Drahms is coordi-
nating yet another “recycling project” as stu-
dents in the Introduction to Building Trades
class learn the techniques of planning, meas-
uring, cutting and assembling the popular
lawn chair. “Isn’t it just so cool to think that
many years from now people will still be sit-
ting on those old high school bleachers?”
quips Mr. Drahms, obviously delighted with
the unique nature of the project.

The bleachers were removed from the
IHS gym last year as part of the renovation
process. Rather than being disposed of, they
were carefully stacked and stored in anticipa-
tion of this mass production project. “We’ve
done benches for some of our K-3 buildings
and some for the high school. We’re planning
to do two more for Listwood’s playground. 

Another set of custom, student-crafted
benches is planned for former door openings
outside of the recently renovated IHS audito-
rium. Those will be made from sycamore and
oak that was salvaged from trees formerly in
the IHS courtyard and outside the Cooper
Road Administration Building.

Students used the planer to remove a
varnished finish from the southern yellow
pine bleacher boards and began cutting com-
ponent pieces for the chairs in the spring. 
IHS junior Kenny Hobbins says, “I think it’s
neat that alumni will be able to purchase the
Adirondack chairs and sit on the same
bleachers they sat on in high school. The
project has given us terrific hands-on work
and has given us a lot of experience in all
areas of carpentry,” which he might be inter-
ested in pursuing as a career.

Over the next few weeks, the Building
Trades class will complete 25 chairs and
ottomans that will be sold for $50 a set. The
proceeds go to the IHS Technology Dept.
Construction Club that Mr. Drahms advises.
The club does various small-scale construc-
tion projects for the district.

“These chairs are very popular items,
and we may not have enough to fill all the
requests,” says Mr. Drahms. “But don’t worry.
This summer they’re going to remove the
pool bleachers for the pool renovation, and
we’re planning on making another batch!”  

IHS bleachers get a
second-life as chairs

The West Irondequoit Alumni Association is
calling all alumni to turn in their old cell
phones to WIAA as part of an innovative and
simple fund-raiser. 

• Mail or bring your inactive cell phones
(of any age or make) to WICSD

Administration Bldg. 95 Stanton Lane,
Rochester, NY 14617. The receptionist will
accept phones Monday – Friday  from 
8 a.m. - 4 p.m.

• Volunteers from WIAA will box the phones
and ship them to Pace Butler Corp.

• Pace Butler Corporation buys inactive cell
phones and reimburses the non-profit 
organization within 4 business days of
receiving them. 

“The price paid per phone varies,” says WIAA
President Leslie Ferriter, “from a few dollars
to $25 or $50 each depending on the model of
the phone. What we have going for us is a
very large group of people all over the world
that may be willing to contribute to this effort
in a relatively simple way. “And”, she adds,
“if people don’t have a cell phone to donate,
we would even be happy to accept a donation
to the WIAA for the Cell Phone Fundraiser!
We’ll acknowledge everyone’s participation in
next year’s newsletter.”

MAIL IN CELL PHONE AND BATTERY ONLY
(No accessories, chargers, etc.). We will
acknowledge receipt of your phone with a
postcard. Results of the fundraiser will be
featured in next year’s WIAA newsletter.
Proceeds from the effort will seed the new
WIAA “Generations of Excellence”
Scholarship Fund for IHS students who are
descendants of IHS graduates. 

Recycling Phones 
As Fundraiser OLD

YEARBOOKS
WANTED

We’re looking for a copy of a 1943
yearbook.

If you or someone you know is clean-
ing out “stuff”  and disposing of IHS
yearbooks, please consider donating
them to WIAA. We frequently have
requests for back-issues of yearbooks
and have almost no supply, especially
of the early decades. If you see any on
E-bay or at yard sales, please let us
know and perhaps you can help us to
secure them.(We don’t pay much but
we’re really appreciative!)  We are
always happy to copy sections of year-
books (for a nominal fee) upon
request but we would be glad to res-
cue about-to-be-discarded yearbooks
from the dumpster.

Thanks to those alumni and family
members who have taken the time to
drop off old IHS yearbooks. Yearbooks
can be brought or sent to the WICSD
Administration Bldg., 95 Stanton
Lane, Rochester, NY. Their receipt will
be acknowledged.

An Opportunity to Re-Connect: Be Your Class Representative
In recent graduating years, it is assumed
that the senior class president is the pri-
mary contact for that graduating class. If
this person is unwilling or unable to func-
tion as class representative to receive
WIAA meeting notices and minutes,
another class member is sought. Class

reps are needed for the following classes:

1940, 1943, 1962, 1967, 
1980, 1981, 1982, 1991

Call WIAA at 585.336.3067 to become a 
class rep for one of the above years.

O’Rorke 
Bridge Project 

On Wednesday, November 12, 2003 two
engineers from the NYSDOT visited IHS
“Principles of Engineering” classes.
Engineer Karen Brown and engineer and
district parent Leslie Mackaravitz gave a
PowerPoint presentation about the design

continued on pg 17...

16



One might say that John Dodge embod-
ies the old saying, “A teacher never knows
where his influence stops.” He taught hun-
dreds of students at IHS and hundreds more
in Florida, and his influence still didn’t stop.
He is now well into his nineties and still
keeping an eye on West Irondequoit!

It wasn’t just parents, teachers and stu-
dents that took an interest in the 2003 NYS
AP Physics exam. IHS 7-12 Science
Supervisor Michael Liener received an
inquiry from John Dodge, who taught physics
at IHS from 1946-66 and served as District
Science Coordinator for seven years.  
“During the aftermath of Sputnik incidents,
IHS became a hotbed of pilot classes for cur-
riculum revisions. I was heavily involved
with pilot classes for PSSC (Physical Science
Study Committee), physics, and later for
Introductory Physical Science,” he says. Mr.
Dodge served for three years each on New
York State committees for Regents examina-
tions and for syllabus revision.

According to retiree and former IHS
Physics teacher William Brown, “John Dodge
has the grace and stature of an old-time pro-
fessor with a dedication to physics and
teaching that embodies him with a glowing
corona. John has been involved in the very
origin and growth of secondary high school
physics for the past 50 years.  The events in
science education that were set in motion by
the launching of the first Sputnik also
launched John (an Irondequoit High School
physics teacher) as a co-author of PSSC
Physics, which is a textbook, lab manual and
teaching methodology, that is the kernel
around which "post-Sputnik" physics educa-
tion has evolved.”

“A friend of mine, a former faculty
member, sent me clippings regarding the
physics exams for 2002 and 2003. I confess
that I am bitten with curiosity about these
exams. I would be interested to see for
myself what the uproar is all about,” Mr.
Dodge writes.

“I have sent him copies of the exams for
his review and am anxiously waiting to hear
his opinion of them,” says Michael Liener,
grades 7-12 science supervisor. “Our physics
faculty feels that they are well constructed.
The only issue has been the scoring scale -
which is being revised by SED,” he adds. 

In his letter to Mr. Liener, Mr. Dodge
recalls an especially vivid memory sparked by
the more recent physics exam controversy.

Mr. Dodge: He’s Got His Eye On 
IHS After All These Years!

He writes:
“There was a physics examination, on

which for the first time, we had no failures
and plenty of A’s. A newspaper reporter
showed up [at IHS] shortly after this exam
to ask me what I thought about it. Naturally,
I was enthusiastic about it and commented
on its characteristics. I felt that it was OK to
say so since I was no longer on the [state]
committee and would not be tooting my own
horn.

I was astonished when I read the article
about the exam in the [Rochester] paper. It
appeared that all over the state there had
been moans and groans over the difficulty of
the exam and over the poor pass rate. In the
midst of the story was a boxed section enti-
tled: At Irondequoit, They Do All Right. I
wonder if you can imagine the blast I got
from the field? During the interview with the
reporter, I had no knowledge of the uproar;
otherwise I might have been more diplomat-
ic.”

“Irondequoit High School students have
historically performed at very high levels on
New York State Regents Physics
Assessments, a trend that has not changed
with the introduction of the next generation
of Physics exams,” says Mr. Leiner.  “In fact,
the performance of IHS students over the
past two years has outpaced all other schools
in Monroe County - a testament to the proud
tradition of excellence in Physics education
that dates back to Mr. Dodge and continues
with Mr. Cermak, Mr. Brennan, and Mr.
Schulte.”

Mr. Dodge moved to Pensacola, FL in
1981 where he went on to teach AP Physics
as part of an International Baccalaureate
Program in the Escambia County School
District for 15 years until hearing problems
forced him to quit. 

“A highly competent math teacher
offered to take over [teaching AP Physics]
after I quit, if I would give him assistance at
the start,” says Mr. Dodge. “He caught on to
physics theory rapidly; however, math teach-
ers know nothing about laboratory, and I
worked with him for three years. He is doing
very well indeed, for his students rank regu-
larly in the upper quartile of all AP Physics
students in the U.S. on the AP exam. I have
no doubt that IHS is still doing a good job.”

You can reach Mr. Dodge at:
jhdodge@juno.com.  

Former and current track and field ath-
letes from Irondequoit High School will tell
you it’s been a long time coming, but it’s
finally here! The 440 yd. cinder track has
been replaced with a new, 400 meter state-
of-the-art all weather track and many for-
mer and current athletes joined in the cele-
bration on September 6, 2003 when it was
dedicated along with the refurbished
Varsity Field, boasting new bleachers,

grandstand, press box and concession
stand. Members of the board of education
joined student athletes, coaches and admin-
istrators to officially cut the ribbon on these
facilities at half-time of the first home foot-
ball game. A cast bronze eagle was carried
by relay in a ceremonial first lap on the new
track.  

New Track 

and engineering of the new O’Rorke Bridge
crossing the Genesee River in Irondequoit, a
project with which they have both been
involved. Later that day, they joined students

on a “hard hat tour” of the inside of the
rolling bascule-style bridge, where project
engineers explained the mechanical opera-
tion of the bridge and showed structural
details only visible from within the under-
side of the bridge. The bridge, which will
now be a centerpiece of the Port of
Rochester, is expected to open to traffic in
September of this year.  To learn more about
the bridge that replaces the famous Stutson
Street Bridge, slated for demolition later this
year, go to: www.ororkebridge.com.   

O’Rorke Bridge Project - continued from pg 16
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By Steve Arter ‘57 

Who would have thought that
Irondequoit’s Iroquois School would have a
student that would someday attain national
prominence in the field of popular music? Al
Jardine, is just such a student. Allan, as any
Beach Boys fan knows, is a founder of that
group, having attained the status of lead gui-
tarist by the time he graduated from high
school. So how does a kid from Irondequoit
end up singing songs about surfing in
California?

Allan Charles Jardine was born on
September 3, 1942 in Lima Ohio, the second
of two sons. The boys’ father Donald, a
chemist by profession, received an offer from
Eastman Kodak in Rochester that he just
couldn’t refuse and moved the family to their
new home in Irondequoit at 195 Parkview
Terrace in Summerville. Young Allan and his
older brother, Neal were soon enrolled in
nearby Iroquois School. Tom Hadfield, a class-
mate of Neal’s, recalls that he and Neal spent
a lot of time fishing and his kid brother, Al,
would pester them to go along, which they
reportedly never allowed. Tony Orlando recalls
that the Jardine boys were in KPAA softball
with him and were members of Boy Scout
Troup 83 which held their meetings in the
basement of Iroquois School. Curt Walker
remembers that Neal and Al were quite ath-
letic and good students, liked by everyone in
their class.

Shortly after Neal graduated from

Iroquois School in 1952, his father was trans-
ferred to Southern California, settling in the
Los Angeles suburb of Hawthorne.  It is here
that Allan met Brian Wilson, while students
at Hawthorne High.  Allan was playing on the
high school football team and Brian was the
quarterback. Brian and his two brothers,
Dennis and Carl, along with their cousin
Mike Love, were into singing under the direc-
tion of Brian. In 1961, football buddy Al
Jardine, joined in, thus completing the group
later to be called the Beach Boys. The rest is
history.

Their classic songs epitomize the spirit
of the California lifestyle of the 60s. The
Beach Boys became an American icon to a
worldwide audience. Their first hit “Surfin”
(1961) launched a string of chart-topping
songs spanning more than 40 years. Such
songs as “Surfin USA,” “Fun, Fun, Fun”  “I
Get Around,”  “California Girls,” “Help Me
Rhonda,” (Lead singer was Al Jardine),
“Barbara Ann,” “Good Vibrations,” “Wouldn’t
It Be Nice,” “Rock and Roll Music,” and
“Kokomo” have become their all-time great-
est hits. Over their career, they have had 32
Platinum and Gold record awards and world-
wide sales of their records are estimated at
over 100 million. Their fabulous career was
topped off in 1988 when the Beach Boys were
inducted into the Rock & Roll Hall of Fame by
Elton John. Not bad for a kid from Iroquois
that always wanted to tag along with his big
brother and his friends on fishing expedi-
tions along the banks of the Genesee River!

Many thanks to Tom Hadfield, Tony
Orlando, Curt Walker and Bill Smith for shar-
ing their memories of the good times they
had with the Jardine brothers, so many years
ago. 

Former Iroquois
Student Rock & Roll
Hall of Fame Inductee

Phyllis and Sandy Kravetz (‘58) are
active members of the Traveling Cabaret of
Irondequoit, Inc. a not-for-profit, 14 year-old,
14-member volunteer song, dance and come-
dy revue troupe that performs year-
round for public and private events.
They also raise money for student
scholarships for those high school
seniors pursuing careers in the arts
and for charities, performing 15-25
shows annually throughout the
greater Rochester area. To date,
over 245 shows have been per-
formed, and the troupe has been
awarded 15 grants recognizing their
contribution to “the quality of life of
the community.” This summer the
cabaret performed for the seventh

Kravetz Sisters Part of Award-Winning Song, Dance, Comedy Troupe
year at the Town of Irondequoit’s Fourth of
July celebration, appeared in the Sunday at
the Shore concert in Charlotte on July 18
and was part of the Town of Gates Sunday

Family Concert Series on August 1. The
Kravetz sisters welcome the opportunity to
bring their group’s entertainment to any IHS
class reunions that would enjoy “dance,

comedy and music transcending all
boundaries, appropriate for all ages
from the young to the young-at-
heart.”  They can be reached at 20
Onyx Drive, Penfield, NY 14526,
phone: 585-234-6677. 

The popular Traveling Cabaret of
Irondequoit celebrates its 14th anniver-
sary this summer with several perform-
ances in the Rochester area. Phyllis and
Sandy Kravetz, flanking gentleman seated
in the front, center, think they could add
some sparkle to IHS reunions!

The WIAA, in conjunction with the
WICSD Office of Public Information, provides
reunion planners with current information
pertaining to their class. The WIAA operates
as an organization independent of the WICSD,
receiving limited clerical support through the
Office of Public Information and alumni volun-
teers.

Given the volume of searching and
changes involved in maintaining an accurate
database of more than 20,000 names, and the
expense of providing mailing labels, there is a
nominal fee of $1 per page (30 labels per
page).  One class list will be provided free of
charge to the class representative or designat-
ed reunion planner.  

It is suggested that these costs be rolled
into the overall cost of the reunion to be
shared by all attendees.

The WIAA also offers the loan of a class
banner, 3-panel display board, books on
reunion planning, on-site use of old yearbooks,
assistance with publicity through the website
and local print media and tours of the high
school. We can also refer you to other reunion
committees that have had successful reunions.

Planners living in or visiting the Rochester-
area may also have access to Classmates.com
through a WIAA membership. You can search
their database for “lost” classmates and see
who may have signed up with their service. To
do this, you must make an appointment to
come to the District Administration Building
in person where you will be logged into the
site to conduct your research. Call the WIAA
Office at 585.336.3067 to arrange to use the
Classmates.com website.

Services for
Reunion Planners
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Diane Cup Irwin’s (’72) story is typi-
cal of more than 4,000 IHS grads. She and
her husband, Chuck (’72) decided to make
their home in West Irondequoit so that their
children, Steven (’98) and Irene (’00) could
attend the same schools they did.
It became convenient for Diane to begin
part-time work in the district when her kids
were small, and she has worked in WICSD
for more than 12 years. She worked as a
substitute teacher and teacher aide until
she finally landed a position five years ago
as a teacher assistant at IHS.

“Most of the teachers I actually had are
gone from IHS,” she says, “but it’s been fun
befriending other teachers I didn’t have, but
who were on staff when I was a student.”
Diane’s fondest memory of IHS is taking
part in the drama and music productions
and in concerts. “I appreciated the opportu-
nities to travel and learn through competi-
tions and exchange programs in those
departments.” She says former teacher
Janina Litvinas “inspired us to strive for the
best in ourselves and promoted pride in the
work we did.”

Reflecting on the experience of working
in her alma mater, Diane says, “It’s been a
pleasant surprise to find out how many IHS
grads work here [at IHS] and in the rest of
the district. It’s also wonderful to find out
how many students’ parents are graduates
of IHS. There’s a huge history of interwoven
relationships and friendships to be found in
West Irondequoit and that adds to the
strength of our community.”

Joni Suss Rehbach (’74) is back at
IHS, not as a student, but as the coordinator
of a unique group of volunteers that provide
valuable services to the district. She
returned to West Irondequoit to work in
1996 when, she says, she “kind of fell into
the job. Mert Hanley was looking for some-
one who had worked with senior citizens
and was creative. I really wasn’t looking for
a job since I was already working at
Genrich’s Garden Center and teaching craft
classes at the Regional Council for the
Aging, but I applied, got the job and have
been loving it ever since!” Joni is still enjoy-
ing her part-time work at Genrich’s but the
ladies of the Materials Management Group
(MMG) have a very special place in her
heart. The group meets twice a week, for-
merly in the Teaching Learning Center, but
now in the District Media Resource Center
at IHS. They produce all sorts of customized
teaching aids used by teachers including
hand-colored graphics, laminated posters,
and buttons. They help with other projects
such as mailings, favors or centerpieces for
big events such as the senior citizen dinner
theatre and almost anything people ask
them to mass produce.
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There’s No Place Like Home

Full Circle-IHS Graduates Who Work Here

Joni says she uses her artistic qualities
“just about every day” so all of the art cours-
es she took (and she took them all) are
serving her well. In fact, the teacher who
most influenced her life was art teacher
Roger Bailey, she says. “He taught me a lot
about being creative!”

Another unique aspect of her job is that
she often finds herself involved in creating
materials for teachers she or her husband,
Jim Rehbach (’75) had themselves. She and
Jim make their home in Irondequoit and
have three daughters, Holly (’96), Kelly
(’00) and Tracy (’06). 

Diane Irwin serves as costume designer for the
IHS shows and directs the annual Dake Jr. High
musical as a member of the West Irondequoit
Performing Arts production staff. Here she shows 
a costume to IHS student Shanna Baccari. 

Joni Suss Rehbach ’74 (second from the left) coordi-
nates the district’s Materials  Management Group.

ATTENTION ALL FORMER IHS
VARSITY CHEERLEADERS!

You’re invited to catch up with
former teammates at Irondequoit Homecoming

Saturday, September 11 • 2 p.m.
IHS vs. Greece Athena 

Varsity Field
Refreshments & Pre-game performance

by the current Varsity Cheerleaders

For more information contact Jen Sadler 
585-747-1026 • wihscheer@aol.com

In an effort to use your alumni dollars wisely, we have sent only one copy of this
newsletter to each address in our database. If you would like additional copies
for other members of your family, please contact our office at 585-336-3067.
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Alumni Information Update
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY. E-mail addresses are especially sensitive regarding accuracy.

Name: __________________________________________ Maiden: _____________________

Address: ________________________________________ Year Graduated: _______________

Home Phone: ____________________________________ Business Phone: _______________

E-mail Address: ________________________________________________________________

Education: _____________________________________________________________________

Occupation/Employer: ___________________________________________________________

The West Irondequoit Alumni Association and your class reunion committees are eager to hear about you. On a
separate sheet please include additional information about your activities since you left Irondequoit High School and a
photo if you have one you’d like to send.

Mail to: West Irondequoit Alumni Association
95 Stanton Lane • Rochester, NY 14617-5305

WIAA relies solely on donations from alumni.
To help defray the cost of this newsletter and maintain our scholarships,

please send $5 with your information. Thank you. 
Donations to the WIAA are gratefully accepted and tax deductible as allowed by law.
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